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14 Mr. Peter Ahl appeared before the Lutheran Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania in 1790, asking to be admitted as a member of the Ministerium, 
but his request was not granted. See Documentary History of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Ministerium, 1898, pp. 231 f., 241. In the record of the 
Prieden's Church, near Harrisonburg, Peter Ahl is mentioned as the 
third Lutheran pastor of that congregation. The list of the Lutheran 
pastors, as given in the Frieden's record, between 1786-1820, is as 
follows: "Gottlieb Tesehler, Johann Georg Bottler, Peter Ahl, Adolph 
Stindel and Georg Riemensehneider. They served, no doubt, the Peaked 
Mountain congregation at the same time. 

15 Candidate Carl Stock (Stochus is the Latinized form of the name) 
presented himself before the Lutheran Ministerium in 1791, asking to be 
ordained, but he was advised to continue teaching school for a while 
(Documentary History, p. 241). He was licensed by the Ministerium 
in 1793. In 1796 and 1797 he is reported as serving the Peaked Moun- 
tain congregation (Documentary History, pp. 283, 290). He entered 
baptisms Nos. 235-202, hence he was the pastor of the Lutheran con- 
gregation from October, 1795 to May, 1797. 



LETTERS OP WILLIAM T. BAEBY. 

(Continued from Vol. XIII., page 244.) 

Washington, 25th February, 1830. 
My Dear Daughter: 

. You speak of rumors that a division exists in the 
Cabinet. I say to you and Mr. Taylor and John what I say to 
no others but my own family who are near me, politically speak- 
ing, there is no division, but some unpleasant circumstances 
have occurred to affect the harmony of social intercourse between 
the females of some of the families, originating, probably, and 
stimulated by ultimate political views of aspirants to office. 
Major Eaton is known to be the intimate friend of the Presi- 
dent. The extreme jealousy of some of Mr. Calhoun's friends 
induces them to believe that Major Eaton is rather more friendly 
to Mr. Van Buren than to Mr. Calhoun. 

They fear his influence will control the Executive patronage 
in favor of Mr. Van B. They want him to leave the Cabinet, 
and are willing to give him any other office whatever. The 
President brought Major Eaton in against his inclination, and 
will not part with him. To compel him to do so is the cause 
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of the attack on Mrs. E. Judge McLean, Mr. Berrien, and 
others, who are now unwilling to exchange civilities with Mrs. 
Eaton, were present at her marriage to Major E., and it is 
believed if Major E. were not now in the Cabinet, that Mrs. 
Eaton would be unmolested. I am on good terms with all the 
members of the Cabinet, and so is Mrs. B. with the families 
of all, but we would not join in the prosecution of Major and 
Mrs. E. Mr. Van Buren and myself thought, and have acted, 
alike on the subject ; so does the President. The females of the 
President's family until lately did not exchange civilities with 
Mrs. E. 

The gentlemen, Mr. Ingham, Berrien and Calhoun, are, and 
have been all along, personally friendly with and civil to 
Major E. (Mrs. Calhoun is not here.) Mr. Branch and Major 
E. had a personal difference. Mr. Berrien and myself were 
present at an interview between them; they were reconciled 
and are now friends. Harmony prevails at present, personally 
as well as politically. On the 23d inst. we had a Cabinet dinner. 
All were present but Mr. Berrien, who was sick. Mrs. Eaton 
and Mrs. Donaldson and the other ladies were present and ex- 
changed the usual civilities. A few impudent men and women 
of our own party, stimulated by the coalition, still are busy with 
Mrs. Eaton's character. She, however, is sustained by the For- 
eign Ministers; indeed, a favorite with some of them because 
of her prosecution, and by many members of Congress of both 
houses and their families. Society is unhappily divided about 
her, but her circle of acquaintance is large and respectable. 
My family visit all parties, and will continue to do so. I will 
not join the band of calumniators, and will stand by and sustain 
Major E. against such vile assaults; but his and Mrs. Eaton's 
difficulties are not mine, nor do they desire me to consider them 
so. I believe my course has endeared me to General Jackson ; 
it has to Major E., and some of Mr. Calhoun's friends are jealous 
of me, but utterly without cause, for I like Mr. C. as I do Mr. 
Van B., but I like General Jackson better than either, and will 
allow myself to think of no other candidate for the next Presi- 
dential term but General Jackson, and this should be the lan- 
guage of all friends; it will prevent divisions in our own ranks. 
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[Letter to Mr. James Taylor, son-in-law of the writer.] 

Washington, February 27th, 1830. 
My Dear Sir: 

At first, in reflecting upon the propriety of Susan's visiting 
Washington this spring in company with your mother, appre- 
hending some risk as to the health of your youngest daughter, 
I was inclined to advise against it, and perhaps in my letter 
to Susan a few days ago said so. But, upon mature considera- 
tion, and after consulting with Mr. Barry, I -am satisfied there 
is no danger, but rather a prospect of improving the health of 
your children by travelling slowly. T.he trip would be made 
easy. A steamboat to Wheeling, and there the Accommodation 
Coach to Washington. The contractors, Messrs. Moore and 
Stockton, the former at Wheeling, the latter residing at Union 
Town, Pa., are now here. The other contractors, Stockton and 
Stokes, own the line on to Baltimore and this city. Their 
coaches are of the finest kind, equal indeed, on account of 
strength and size, and accommodation superior to any private 
carriage, and much easier to the rider. They will furnish Mrs. 
Taylor and Susan, and those with them, a separate coach all 
the way through, avoiding altogether night travelling, and rest- 
ing as they may choose. This is done as a compliment to me, 
and will be free from expense, except Tavern bills, etc. When 
Mrs. Taylor and Susan are here we have a carriage at their 
service. 

Washington, November 22nd, 1830. 
My Dear Susan : 

I heard by a letter from Mr. Taylor of your safe arrival at 
Newport ; it was the first account of the upsetting near Colum- 
bus that I had received, and I rejoice at the escape of you and 
the rest of the family from injury. 

Washington, 2nd January, 1831. 
My Dear Daughter : 

. . . Poor Armistead; he is deeply afflicted. ... To 
divert his mind I have purchased him chessmen, that he may 
learn the game of chess; so well calculated to amuse, whilst it 
gives wholesome exercise to the mind. Major Eaton, who is a 
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most excellent man, is kindly instructing him how to play the 
game. Unfortunately, we have no youths near us who are fit 
company for Armistead; in Philadelphia he was happy in this 
respect. He has within a few days become acquainted with 
Mr. "Van Buren's son, Martin, who is about a year or two older 
than Armistead, and who is very interesting and well informed 
and an excellent companion. His company will serve to cheer 
Armistead during the confinement of the winter. . . . General 
Taylor [from Kentucky] is still in Washington, and is in very 
good health. I met him at the President's yesterday, it being 
New Year's day, amidst a large concourse of ladies and gen- 
tlemen who had called to offer respect to the Chief Magistrate. 
Upwards of two thousand people must have called on the Presi- 
dent yesterday. He appeared unusually well, and received his 
company with the most distinguished courtesy. It was a matter 
of regret that the Vice-President was not present. A personal 
difference exists between him and the President. But both are 
disposed to act with becoming magnanimity so as to restore 
social intercourse and the exchange of the usual civilities; and 
no public evil is likely to result from their personal difference, 
as I mention this to advise my friends of the real state of things, 
as the opposition will not fail to use this to make an impression 
that our party are divided. General Jackson never was stronger 
with the people than he now is, and so long as he retains their 
confidence, the politicians will affect to be, if they are not really, 
his friends. . . . Tell Mary that Jack called to see the 
President yesterday, passed through the vast crowd, looked at 
all the pretty things in the East room, heard the beautiful 
musick of the Marine Band, made his bow to the President, who 
caressed him very kindly and called him his son. All this made 
Jack very proud, and he walked about as stately as a soldier 
dressed in uniform on parade. 

Mr. Vaughn gave a splendid party on New Year's Eve. Your 
mama and myself were present and passed a very pleasant 
evening. 

Washington, 2lsi January, 1831. 
My Dear Daughter : 

. . . We have had a very severe snowfall and storm, such 
as I never witnessed before. The Pennsylvania Avenue is now 
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full of sleighs, but both your Mama and myself are too much 
indisposed to partake of this amusement. Both of us are labor- 
ing under bad colds. . . . Jack is as lively as a cricket, and 
is singing and dancing about in Armistead's room, looking over 
his and Armistead's scrap book and adding new pictures to 
them. Chloe is in the midst of them in fine spirits, waiting for 
her free papers, as she calls them, which I hope Dr. Henry will 
have made out and forwarded as early as convenient. I wrote 
to Mr. Taylor to aid him in having the business completed, and 
enclosed the draft of Dr. Henry, and the receipt of Mr. Duncan, 
in whose favour it was drawn, for the balance of the purchase 
money. Her fidelity and affectionate conduct towards dear 
Armistead makes me anxious to see her rewarded by the enjoy- 
ment of her liberty. 

I will take much pleasure in naming Mr. Gordon for the 
appointment of Assistant Surgeon in the Army. I know his 
worth, and the strong claims he has to the patronage of the 
government. . . . 

We have parties almost every day, but Armistead's sickness 
will prevent us giving any, and of course we shall not be induced 
to attend those given by others. As you suppose, I am much 
occupied with public duties. I am prepared to answer the reso- 
lutions of enquiry. I fear no attack of the enemy, but they 
give me much trouble and cause me to neglect my private cor- 
respondence. 

(To be Continued.) 



QTTAKEBS' PETITION". 

( Virginia Gazette, Williamsburg, November 10-17, 1738.) 

On Wednesday, the 15th Instant, the following Petition of the 
People called Quakers was presented to the House of Burgesses. 

To the Honourable the Governor and Council, and Burgesses, 

met in General Assembly at Williamsburg. 

The Humble Petition of the People called Quakers. 

We lay hold of this Opportunity, with all Humility of Mind, 
to beseech You that You would be pleased to consider the Case 



